
I OPPOSE HB 5653   AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN EXCISE TAX ON 
AMMUNITION TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR COMMUNITY GUN VIOLENCE 
AND INTERVENTION PROGRAM GRANTS.

The 5653 Bill  proposal to tax our law abiding gun owners  to fund the effort of the state of CT
to resolve the Criminal possession and violent use of guns is reprehensible at best.

The law abiding gun owners have no responsibility for nor control over criminals who use 
firearms for violent acts.  Instead Our legal gun owners have followed every gun law
enacted by ct all of which required Federal and state Background checks, police record 
checks, fingerprinting, issuance of permits, substantial fees and weapon bans. In addition, 
our various group of law abiding gun owners have always  denounced any type of violent or 
illegal  acts from any and all gun owners

The imposition of this tax would  have many Negative effects for law abiding gun owners. The 
tax,  albeit on ammunition  sellers, will immediately be passed on to the ammunition  
consumer.  Overall, the tax would amount to  approximately 10-15 % added to an average 
ammunition purchase. This will create a financial burden for our law abiding gun owners as it 
will interfere with the ability to own a firearm as well as reduce spending on critical training 
and practice which is dependent on ammunition – unless they take from their family in these 
hard times to make up for the taxation cost.  

Lastly, I find this taxation proposal to be superfluous from a financial perspective and I 
question the real intentions of the representatives who proposed this Bill. As per Governor 
Lamont's  January 23 2023 Press Release  - and I quote :

The fiscal year 2023 budget adjustment bill that Governor Lamont signed into law in May of 
2022 includes an allocation of $2.9 million for a new statewide community gun violence 
intervention and prevention program that is being overseen by the Connecticut Department of
Public Health’s Office of Injury and Violence Prevention with input from the newly 
established Commission on Community Gun Violence Intervention and Prevention 

Sure does not look like the Commission is in need for money now and most probably in the 
future considering the budget surplus 

. 

Thank you for your attention on this matter

Neil Ferri

EOD


